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This photo, titled “Lone Jewish Woman” by photojournalist Oded Bality is an incredibly
powerful example of how effective photography can be in documenting issues that can be very
challenging to grasp.

The talented Israeli photographer Oded Balilty was born in Jerusalem on May 5, 1979.
His remarkable and influential photojournalistic work, which frequently focuses on social and
political issues in Israel and the larger Middle East region, has made him well-known. Balilty has
won praise for his ability to take striking, thought-provoking pictures that illuminate different
facets of conflict and existence in this intricate region of the world. Oded Balilty is a well-known
and significant player in the photography industry because of his commitment to capturing the
human experience in the midst of hardship and conflict. His striking images continue to offer a
distinctive and significant viewpoint on the difficulties and resiliency faced by the Middle Eastern
people.

While employed by the Associated Press, Oded Balilty received instructions to take
pictures of a gathering of Jewish settlers in the West Bank who were demonstrating against
Israeli security forces. Balilty was selected as the 2007 Pulitzer Prize winner in Breaking News
Photography for taking the picture, which was taken on February 1, 2006. Despite having
received two nominations in this category, Balilty is the only Israeli photographer to have
received the award as of this writing. When Balilty arrived on the scene in the settlement of
Amona, east of Ramallah, for this picture, he saw a lone woman defying a horde of security
guards by herself.

He snapped a brief picture of the woman holding off soldiers trying to overtake her
position. This one woman became the quintessential emblem of resistance against the Israeli
government, despite the fact that up to 200 people were hurt as they resisted the Israeli security
forces during the settlement's clearance. This photograph is incredibly powerful as it actually
shows how much resistance and passion there was agaisngt the Israeli government, and really
personifies and gives a face to the pain and suffering that these citizens were enduring. The
whole scenario as well as the emotion of the moment were captured in the picture.


